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I WAS EYES TO THE BLIND. 


* 


OW importaht and how various are the 

duties of the Chriſtian life! Into how 
many parts does the ſervice, which we are ſent 
into the world to perform, divide itſelf! When 
we think of the nature and obligations of reli- 
gion, we are immediately reminded of the love 
and reverence which we owe to the God who 
made us. That Being, whoſe power hath formed 
every thing, whoſe wiſdom governs the world, 
and whoſe goodneſs is the ſupport and conſola- 
tion of the human race, ought to be the firſt 
object of our attention and eſteem. To bow 
the knee at his throne, and to acknowledge him 
worthy of all honour and bleſſing and praiſe, is 
the moſt reaſonable ſervice in which we can be 


= engaged 
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engaged. Daily to recollect their obligations 
to him, to confeſs their numerous tranſgreſſions, 
to ſeek his forgiveneſs, to pray for his aſſiſtance 
in the performance of every duty, and to com- 
mit themſelves to his influence and guidance, is 
the duty of all that know his name. 
But, beſides thoſe duties which we owe more 
immediately to God, he has taught us what we 
| owe to the world around us. Though pleaſed: 
with the humble and devour offering preſented 
to him by the upright in heart, yet he hath in- 
formed us, that ſomething more is neceſſary to be 
performed by his ſervants. From the devotions. 
of the family and the cloſet, we are to go forth 
into the world; from holding intercourſe with the 
Father of our Spirits, we are to proceed to inter- 
courſe with our brethren of mankind,” With- 
drawing our eye from his throne, we may look. 
round upon that part. of his numerous family, 
with which we ſtand connected; and inquire 
how far we may promote his glory, by doing. 
good to thoſe, whom he has committed to our. 
care. From his preſence we ought always to 
retire with that improvement of temper, which. 
may fit us for the important offices of humanity. 
What is ſo likely to produce thoſe benevolent. 
affections, which are the ornament of our na- 
ture; or to prompt us to that beneficent con- 
duct, which our fellow creatures demand, as the 
| con- 
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contemplation of that goodneſs whence all our 
bleſſings flow? . 
The claims of our fellow-mortals vary, accord. 
ing to the rank of life, in which they are placed, 
and the different abilities, which we poſſeſs. 
Whilſt reſpe&t and reverence are due to our ſu- 
periors; whilſt candour and courteſy may be ex- 
pected by our equals; thoſe, whom Providence 
has placed in the lower claſſes of life, have a de- 
mand upon our charity. To ſupport the weak, 
to comfort the aged, to clothe the naked, to feed 
the hungry, to teach the ignorant, are offices with 
which humanity inveſts us; and which Chriſtia- 
nity has expreſsly appointed. It is to the laſt of 

theſe, that your attention is now to be directed. 
When the afflicted Job looked back on his for- 
mer proſperity, and remembered how it was with 
him in months paſt, in the days when God preſerved 
bim, when his candle ſhined upon his head; he re- 
collected that theſe days were ſpent in communi- 
cating happineſs to others. When the ear heard 
him, then u bleſſed bim; and when the eye ſaw bim 
it gave witneſs to him; becauſe be delivered the poor 
that cried, and the fatberleſs, and him that had none 
to help him: and he remembered amongft other 
| ſervices which he performed, that he was eyes 10 
the blind, If called to the office of a magiſtrate, 
he arrayed himſelf in the moſt reſpectable attire ;. 
he put on righteouſneſs, and it clothed him: bis 
Judgment uas as a robe and a diadem. Ve did not 
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wreſ judgment; but the cauſe which he knew not, 
Be ſearched out: and in this ſenſe did he become 
eyes to the blind. But, without confining the words 
to this interpretation, we ſhall conſider them as 
containing a highly figurative repreſentation of 
the wiſe and good man, who wiſhes to give in- 
ſtruction to the ignorant, to impart underſtanding 
to the fooliſh. We ſhell proceed to offer to your 
confideration ſome of the motives, by which ſuch 
a conduct may be enforced. 


It deſerves to be conſidered 

I. That to afford inſtruction to the ignorant is 
one inſtance of that benevolent conduct, which 
the Apoſtle recommends when he ſays, as we have 
therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men 
Placed as we are in this world, our reaſon teaches 
us, that we are ſent hither, not only to procure 
ſome important benefits tor ourſelves, but to pro. 
mote the happineſs of others. Endowed with 
powers, that render us capable of lerving ourſelves 
and others, it deſerves our ſerious inquiry, how 
theſe are to be employed. As members of a large 
ſociety, how natural is it for us to infer, that we are 
ſent hither to promote the comfort of thoſe around 
us. This leſſon, therefore, the heathen philoſo- 
phers tavght to their pupils. They could infer the 
obligation, under which man lies to man; and 
have produced ſome admirable ſentiments, refpe&t- 
ing the importance and extent of ſocial duty, But 
| did 
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did reaſon hoes us entirely uninformed, on this 
ſubject, as chriſtians we have no plea for our ig- 
norance. The divine oracles have pointed out to 
us our duty, as members of ſociety, and have 
taught us how to conduct ourſelves in thoſe rela- 
tions, in which we ſtand to each other. Thou ſhalt 
love thy nein bbour as thyſe'f * , Put on therefore, as 
the elect of God, boly and beloved, bowels of mercies 
and kindneſs+; Be kindly affeftioned one to anotberꝶ; 
are the precepts of the Goſpel. To do good 1s to 
reſemble God. The perfection of our nature is to 
be attained, only, by an imitation of him, who is 
good unto ajl, and whoſe tender mercies are over all 
his works, 
Natural ſympathy prompts us to relieve dif. 
treſs. When the wounded ſtranger lies in our 
path, who, without ſtifling thoſe emotions, which 
are natural to man, can paſs over to the other ſide, 
and leave him without aſſiſtance, How large the 
proviſion for the relief of perſons in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, of which this kingdom can boaſt! Ar 
great expence have thoſe buildings been erected, 
and thole inſtitutions formed, which afford an 
aſylum to the indigent patient. All the affiſt- 
ance that the generoſity of the citizen, or the {kill 
of the phyſician can produce, has been offered 
them. We are happy in this country, beyond 
many, in affording ſo much relief to thoſe, who 
mult otherwiſe periſh betore our eyes, and want 


the 
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the ſoft hand of compaſſion, when it is moſt of all 
needed. 

But, though this is an important ſpecies of 
benevolence, it is not the only one, We are now 
directing your attention to that, which is ſtill more 
neceſſary. To relieve the body, to chaſe away 
pain and diſeaſe, is of far leſs conſequence than to 
heal the diſorders of the mind. Ignorance is the 
worſt diſeaſe, under which a human being can la- 
bour. This brings a torpor on all the faculties of 
the ſoul, and threatens the worſt kind of death. 
Ignorance brings down mankind from the eleva- 
ted ſituation, for which they are deſigned, to a 
level with the beaſts that periſh: nay, it is poſſi» 
ble for them to be ſo far degraded by it, as, almoſt, 
to deface the very characteriſtic of their ſpecies, 

and to render it difficult for naturaliſts ro know in 
what claſs to place them. Becauſe the reaſon of 
man is the moſt important diſtinction he poſſeſſes, 
becauſe the ſoul is ſuperior to the body; it cer- 
tainly demands more of our attention and care. 
Whilſt called upon by every conſideration, that 
reaſon and ſcripture can ſuggeſt, to do good unto 
others, let us not forget what we owe to them as 
rational, accountable, and immortal beings. Let 
our pity extend itſelf, not only to thoſe who are 
'pining with hunger, or ſhivering with cold, but 
to thole who are likely to periſh for lack of know- 
ledge. Let us call their attention to the moſt im- 
portant branches of knowledge, and open before 


them 


* 

them that revelation, in which are contained the 
words of eternal life. Let us direct them to the 
grace of God, as the foundation of every juſt and 
reaſonable hope; to the death and ſacrifice, to the 
mediation and interceſſion of Chriſt, as the means 
which Divine wiſdom has appointed, for the re- 


covery of our fallen race to duty and happineſs. 
Let us exhort them to work out their own Salva- 


tion with fear and trembling, in a humble depen- 


dance upon him, who hath promiſed to work in 
them both to will and to do of his good pleaſure®, 
To all this, that benevolence, which reaſon and 


Scripture recommend, moſt powerfully calls us. 
II. Let us attend to the advantages, which ſo- 
ciety may derive, from the inſtruction of its mem- 
bers, in the principles of ſound reaſon and true 


religion. We have already obſerved thoſe nu- 
merous methods of relieving our fellow creatures, 
which diſcover the humanity of the heart; and 

which have been often mentioned, to the honour 


of this country. But not only upon principles of 
| benevolence, but of ſound policy, ſuch conduct 
may be recommended, By ſaving the life, or re- 


ſtoring the health, of a fellow citizen, we may 


ſecure ſome advantage from his farther ſervice. 
The wounded ſoldier, or difabled ſailor, under the 


care of our hoſpitals, may be enabled to go forth 
again in ſupport of his country's cauſe. The la- 
bourer prevented, by ſickneſs or accident, from 
earning 
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_ earning his daily bread, might become a burden 


upon the public, were, it not for the proviſion 
which has becn made for his recovery. Whilſt 
thus ſerving him, therefore, we are ſerving our— 
ſelves. And for the ſame realon does that parti- 
cular ſpecies of charity, to which we are now call- 
ing your attention, appcar importapt. Does not 
the happineſs of every ſocicty depend, in a great 
meaſure, upon the conduct of thoſe who compoſe 
it? If we conſult the hiſtory of different ſtates, 


whether ancient, or modern, we ſhall find, that 


their proſperity has, generally, borne tome pro- 
portion to their virtues. Thus obſervation is par- 
ticularly exemplified 1n the hiſtory of that people, 


whom God took under his peculiar patronage, 


When they obeyed the Lord Grd of their fathers, 
and ſerved him with a perfeft beat and willing 
mina*, he ſuodued the people under them and the 
nations under their f:et I: but when they deparied 
from him, and worſhipped the gods of the na- 


tions around thein, then he gave them up to the 


will of their enemies. This people, indeed, were 
under a peculiar kind of government ; and we 


are not to expect that the Moſt High ſhould, 


in ſo viſible a manner, interfere in the concerns 
of individuals, or public communities, in the pre- 
ſent day: yet, it will always he obſerved, by thoſe 


who diligently attend to theſe ae that as 
righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, ſo fin is the ruin of a 
| people +. But what is ſo likely to promote this 


B 2 righteouſneſs, 
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righteouſneſs, as the cultivation of good princi. 
ples, and the forming of good hahits amongſt the 


different ranks and orders of mankind ? How ne- 
ceſſary, therefore, to offer the means of inſtruction 


to the ighorant, to improve the underſtznding, to 


awaken the conſcience, and thus to do all in our 
power to inſure ſuch important advantages? If 


the heart be impreſſed with a lively ſenſe of the 


preſence of that Being, who made, and who go- 
verns the world; if the man be convinced that he 
hateth iniquity and loveth righteouſneſs; if he be 
taught the gratitude which he owes to his heavenly 
| Father for the numerous favours he enjoys, and, 
eſpecially, for that great love, wherewith he loved 
mankind when he ſent his Son to redeem ſinners; 
it may ſurely be expected, that ſuch inſtruction, 
through the divine influence, will form him to 
that temper and conduct which will render him a 
bleſſing, in whatever ſtation of life he may be 


placed, and an ornament to the ſociety, with which 
he is connected. 


There is a conſideration, which is not always 


adverted to z that thoſe, who now ſtand in need 
of our aſſiſtance and inſtruction, may hereafter fill 


ſome important ſtations in ſociety. Though .it is 


the principal object of your benevolence, to ren- 
der thoſe under your care fit for the ſervice of the 
community, in ſome of the inferior offices of life 
yet, who can foreſee what are the deſigns of di- 
vine providence reſpecting them? How often do 


men 
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men change place in ſociety? They, who were at 
one time in ſubjection, have afterwards riſen to 
authority ; they, who have been dependent upon 
the bounty of others, have been raiſed to a ſitua- 
tion, that has enabled them to contribute to the 
ſupport of the fame charitable inſtitution, to which 
they have been indebted. The ſtream, which now 
circulates in the foot, may hereafter animate the 
head: how neceſſary, therefore, that this ſtream 
be kept pure! By inſtilling good principles into 
the mind, we may ſecure ourſelves againſt the in- 
convenience ariſing from ignorance and vice gain- 
ing an aſcendency over wiſdom and goodneſs. 

Religion ſerves, more than any other principle, 
to fit mankind for every ſtation and relation of 
life. It forms the kind and gentle maſter, the 
obedient and faithful ſervant; it prevents tyranny. 
in the monarch, inſolence and licentiouſneſs in the 
ſubject. Chriſtianity, tho* it preſcribes no parti- 
cular form of government, yet, commands its fol- 
lowers to be ſubje& to all lawful authority, for 
their own ſake, and for the ſake of good order and 
Peace in the ſociety, to which they belong. With 
oreat delicacy, it infinuates what is the duty of 
magiſtrates, when it aſſures us that they are not @ 
terror to good works, but to ihe evil; and adviſes, 
that if we would not be afraid of the power, we 
| ſhould do that which is good, and then aſſures us 
that we ſhall have praiſe of the ſame*, How, there- 


fore, 
* Romans xiii. 3 
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fore, can we confer a greater advantage upon ſo- 


ciety, than by informing the underſtanding and 
improving the morals of thoſe who compoſe it; 


than by teaching that religion which was ſent down 
from above, as the greateſt bleſſing heaven itſelf 
could beſtow upon the degenerate children of 
men ? 


III. Let me deſire you to recollect, that by the 


encouragement of knowledge, you are ſerving the 


cauſe of God; you are promoting the glory and 
honour of the greateſt and beſt of Beings. This 
world is a part of the kingdom of God, and of 
his Chriſt, It is a province of that empire, which 
is univerſal, The great Governor of all has an 
intereſt to be ſupported, in this part of his do- 
minions; and has conferred a ſingular honour 
upon thoſe, whom he has made uſe of as inſtru- 
ments to promote it. According to the repre- 
ſentation of the apoſtle, the church is God's huſ- 
bandry, it is God's building * : and to faſhion men 
as ſtones for this building is the deſign of thoſe 
various methods, which his wiſdom has employed. 
This was -a principal intention of thoſe events, 
which have taken place in the courſe of his pro- 


vidence. The revolutions of kingdoms and em- 
pires have had a more near, or remote reference 


to this. The riſe and downfall of ſtates, the eſta- 


bliſhment, or demolition of particular forms of 


government, the ſucceſs, or defeat of armies, 
2 whilſt 
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whilſt they have gratified the ambition of ſorne; 
and mortified the pride of others, have been over- 
ruled for the good of his church by him who works 
eth all things after the counſel! of his own will *. 
They have been employed for the enlargement of 
his kingdom, and for the final accompliſhment of 
all the purpoſes of his grace, towards the children 
of men, But the cauſe has been, more evidently, 
promoted by means particularly adapted to this 
purpoſe. He, who firſt imparted reaſon to man, 
has afforded him, at different times and in different 
degrees, all thoſe aſſiſtances, which are neceflary 
for his arriving at that perfection of happineſs, of 
which he is capable. In order to preſerve amongſt 
men the knowledge of himſelf, and to diſtinguiſh 
his worſhip from every ſpecies of idolatry, he choſe 
a nation, which ſhould ſerve as the ſacred depo- 
ſitary of truth, His conduQ towards this people 
was to ſerve as a ſpecimen of his mode of govern- 
ing the world, in wiſdom and righteouſneſs. In 
the ſulneſs of time, he ſent his own Son into the 
world, that he might fulfil all righteouſneſs ; that 
by the excellence of his doctrine, and the perfec- 
tion of his example, he might urn men from dar- 
neſs ta light, and from ile j wwer of ſatan unto Gd . 
Does not all this diſplay the grand purpoſe of 

God, reſpecting the children of men, and evi- 
dently ſhew his wiſh to promote their ſpiritual im- 
provement? 


And 


»Epheſ. i. 11. I] Adds xxvi. 18. 


("WT 


And are not we, my friends, fellow-labourers 
in that building, which he 1s erecting, and huſ- 
bandmen in that vineyard, which he 1s planting ! ? 
Whether or no, the cauſe of God ſhall flouriſh in 
the world, may in ſome meaſure be determined by 
thezeal which we diſcover, by the vigilance and 
labour which we employ for its promotion. Pre- 
ſumprion, indeed, would it be for us to ſuppoſe. 
that he needs our aſſiſtance, He can ere& a moral 
kingdom in the world by other means, He could 
have continued a ſeries of miracles to the end of 
time, which ſhould have awakened the atten- 
tion of mankind, and have gained. proſelytes to 
religion: or he could have prolonged the age of 
Inſpiration, and have taught men knowledge, 
without the uſe of ſacred records, or the aſſiſtance 
of fellow- men. He could long ago have literalh 
accompliſhed what the prophet deſcribes of that 
period when they ſhall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, ſaying, know 
the Lord: but all ſhall know him, from the leaſt of 
them unto the greateſt of them *, But he has choſen 
rather to promote his own glory and the happineſs 
of men, by the aſſiſtance of thoſe who are of /ike 
paſſims with themſelves, He is hereby teaching 
us the dependence we have upon each other, and 
encouraging thoſe ſocial affections, which it is our 
honour and happineſs to feel, He is hereby re- 
minding us of the eee of our character and 


conduct, 
ferem. xxxi. 34. 
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conduct, not only to ourſelves, but to all around 


us. Since he, therefore, has honoured us ſo far, 


as to make us the inſtruments of his glory; in 
proportion to the concern which we feel for this, 
will be our exertions for the promotion of his 
cauſe and intereſt in the world, i 

IV. We are inviting your attention to a cauſe, 
which muſt infallibly prevail. Shall any plan, 
which Divine Wiſdom has contrived, be defeated ? 
Can any work, in which Omnipotence is engaged, 
fail? From our knowledge of the perfections and 
characters of God, we may conclude, that what is 
immediately connected with his glory ſhall ſuc- 
ceed. But we are not left merely to infer this 
from ſuch obvious principles, but may turn our 
eye to thoſe prophecies and promiſes, which inſure 


the final prevalence of truth and righteouſneſs. 


We are encouraged to hope for a time, when he 
earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as 
the waters cover the ſea*, Indeed, long ſince ſuch 
promiſes were given, darkneſs and ſuperſtition have 


reigned over a great part of the globe. Truth and 


goodneſs have ſeemed to be almoſt baniſhed from 
the earth. But to this darkneſs light hath ſucceeded, 


and the goſpel hath proved itſelf to be the power of 


God; by diſpelling igrorance and introducing 
knowledge. It has been effectual for the converſion 
of ſinners, and the conſolation of ſaints. By teach. 


ing this goſpel to the ignorant we may therefore 


hope 
* Ifaiah xi. . | 
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| as to ſpread that . which is of the 
greateſt importance to human happineſs. 


We do not, indeed, immediately ſee the WY 
of our labour to promote the knowledge of God 


and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, We may wait long 
for the accompliſhment of our wiſhes, that Chtiſ- 
tianity may prevail over ignorance and ſuperſti- 
tion, that the fear and love of God may triumph 
over the temptations of the fleſh and the world. 
But ler not our hands be weakened, nor our hearts 
diſcouraged; Although, in ſome inſtances, our 
endeavours may be unſucceſsful; yer, let us 
rejoice in the hope that they will not be ſo in all: 
In how many enterprizes do men engage, and 
proceed with ſpirit and activity, though the ſuc- 


ceſs thereof be uncertain ! A bare probability is, in 
fome caſes, ſufficient to inſpite courage, and inſure 


perſeverance. But the labour iti which we engage, 
in obedience to the authority of God, and with 
the promiſe of his bleſſing, ſhall not be in vain, 
Sooner let the husbandman ceaſe to cill his ground, 


and to ſow his ſeed, leſt the heavens over bis bead 


ſhould be as braſs, and the earth under his feet 


as iron, than we ceaſe to ſcatter the ſeed of 
wholeſome inſtruction, becauſe it is God only 


that can give the increaſe. Although it may long 
lie buried in the ſoil, it ſhall not perith there. 
Under the foſtering influences of the fun of 
righteouſneſs, the earth ſhall become fertile; by 


| the dews of divine influence, the blade ſhall ſpring 
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of; Its ear. Althovoh the harveſh, which y we 43 85 40 
ice, may be ſmall and the grain precious; yet this, 
when converted into ſeed for a future crop, thall 
become more and, more fruitful, and at laſt be 
productive, beyond our warmeſt expectation and 
hope. For we may remark, _ 

V. That the conſequenees of chat Work of faith, 
and labour of love, to which we are now exhorting 
you, will be everlaſting. Your. attention is di- 
rected to a plan, by which the ſpiritual improve- 
ment of mankind may be promoted; ; in which the 
knowledge of God and the Redetmer, the knows 
ledge of the Divine will and of human oblie gation 
are "conceriied.. The object of your Legere 
is nothing leſs chan calling the attention of | per- 
ſons to chat inviſible world, into which they muſt 
ſoon enter. You are directing them to the means 


of making theit future exiſtence a bleſſing to thech. 


You are recommending it to them to cultivate oy 


thoſe habits, which will promote their preſent peace, 
and their everlaſling well-being. You are ex- 
horting them to ſeek the forgiveneſs of their fins, 
rhe furoor of their God, an intereſt in the re- 
demption of his Son, and that aſſiſtance of bis 
Spirit, without which, all the means of happinels | 
you can offer them, will be ineffectual. Theſe 
are principles and duties which have a relation 


to eternity. 
Had 


9 


| ' Had we only the proſpect of ſecuring to man- 
kind ſome temporal advantages; and were it ne? 
ceſſary to practice ſome degree of ſelf-denial, in 
order to this, we could be at no loſs to determine 
what is our duty. That ſingle precept, Let no 
man ſeek his own, but every man another's wealth *, 
is ſufficient to teach us what is proper to be 
done. We rejoice in the extenſion of civil li- 
berty, and congratulate thoſe, who have thrown 
off the ſhackles of tyranny and oppreſſion, and 
Fan boaſt of that freedom which is their birth- 
right, We applaud the uſe of the moſt juſtifiable 
means for attaining ſo glorious an end. But 
this freedom, great as it may ſeem, is of ſmall 
conſequence in compariſon of that liberty, which 
the knowledge of truth, and the practice of righ- 
teouſneſs produce. The former bleſſing derives 
its chief importance from its connection with the 
latter. It is to be valued, principally, becauſe it 
ſecures to the preſent poſſeſſor, or tranſmits to 
poſterity, the privilege of tree inquiry, and the 
practice of pure and undefiled religion. But with 
how great difficulty and hazard is all this obtain- 
ed! How many periſh in the ſtruggle, and live 
not to enjoy the bleſſing they have ſought! And if 
emancipated from ſlavery and oppreſſion, if a 
change of government, from the moſt tyrannical 
to the molt free and eaſy, be enjoyed, yet, the 
| happy conſequences of all this will be but ſhort in 
their 
4 Corinth. x, 24. 
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their doration, In a little time the poſſeſſion of 
merely civil liberty will loſe its charms. The 


faſhion of this world paſſeth away, and the grand 
diſtinction between bond and free will ſoon be 


annihilated, For this reaſon it is apparent, that 


the revolution of a ſtate is of leſs conſequence 
than the conver/ion of a ſinner, and the deliverance 
of an empire from ruin than the ſaving of a ſoul 
from death. 

Of the truth of theſe obſervations, I am per- 
ſuaded, you are all convinced. Many of you, I 
truſt, know and feel; that wiſdom, religious wi/- 
dom is the principal thing, and therefore, you have 
determined to get wiſdom; and with all your get- 
tings to get underſtanding *. It is in your eye more 
precicus than rubies ; and all the things you can de- 
fire are not to be compared to ii T. Knowing its 


value, therefore, you are willing to do all in your 


power to communicate it to others. It is, then, 


but to indulge the wiſh, or at moſt to form the 


reſolution, and all, that i is e from you, is 


accompliſhed, 


Very little need to be ſaid to convince you, that 
the more early the means, now recommended, are 


employed, the better. Youth is undoubtedly the 
fitteſt ſeaſon for forming the mind, to that tem- 
per, and to thoſe habits, upon which the preſent 
and future happineſs of the man depends. Before 


finful propenſities have gained too great ſtrength, 
| before 
® Prov. iv. 7. Prev. iii. 15. 


| 's | 
before the heart has been hardened, by the long 
practice of iniquity, and the conſcience rendered 
inſenſible to reproof, is the time when you are 
moſt likely to ſucceed in making thoſe ſerious im- 
preſſions, which by the concurring bleſſing of the 
Almighty, may terminate in a ſerious converfion. 
He that has long walked in error and fin, cometh 
not unto the light, leſt his deeds ſhould be reproved *. 
Can the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the Leopard 
his ſpots ? no more can they do good that are accuſtom- 
ed to do evil f. To obviate the difficulty, therefore, 
which it is almoſt impoſſible to remove; to pre- 
vent the diſeaſe, which it is as difficult to cure; let 
us offer an antidote to the poiſon, which may other- 
wiſe prove mortal. Train up à child in tbe way be 


culd go: and when be is old, be will not depart 
from it 5; is a general maxim, for the truth of 


which we may appeal to fact and experience. 


A conviction of the importance of forming the 
0 generation, to the love and practice of re- 
ligion, undoubtedly, gave riſe to that inſtitution, 


which now claims your patronage and ſupport. 


Moſt of you are acquainted with its origin and 


deſign. It was founded in the year 1687, at a 
time when a ſchool was ſet up by Poulton, a Je- 
ſuit, and public notice was given of his deſign to 


inſtru the poor gratis. With a view to counter- 


act the influence of a popiſh teacher, three gen- 
ilemen, Mr. Arthur Shallett, Mr. Samuel War- 
burton, 


John ili. 20. + Jerem. xiii. 23. f Prov. xxii. 6. 
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[ 22 1 
burton and Mr. Ferdinando Holland opened thig 
ſchool, and provided inſtruction for the children 
of the poor on Proteſtant principles. 

From 40, the original number of ſcholars, they 
have now increaſed to almoſt 200, They are 
taught to read, write and cypber; and the girls 


are prepared for thoſe ſtations, to which Provi- 
dence may direct them. All are inſtructed in the 


principles and duties of Chriſtianity. This js the 
firſt ſchool, in the ſupport of which Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters were engaged. It is maintained by the ſub- 
ſcriptions and bequeſts of private perſons, toge- 
ther with one annual collection at this place. 
To the children of this ſchool I would ſeriouſly 
recommend gratitude to the God who made them, 


who has preſerved them, to the preſent. hour, and 


who is continually doing them good. It is owing 
to his goodneſs, my young friends, that you have 
been furniſhed with the means of inſtruction, which of 


you enjoy. It is he who bas diſpoſed ſo many 


perſons to exert themſelves in your favour, and to 


offer you thoſe advantages, for growing in the 


knowledge of God, and far obtaining his favour | | 


and bleſſing, which you poſſeſs. Take care that 


you do not diſpleaſe your heavenly father, by ne- 


glecting to improve the means, which have been 


put into your power. Read his holy word, with 
ſeriouſneſs; attend to the inſtructions given by 
your teachers; and pray rns, for chat aſſiſt- 


ance 


tv} 


ance and bleſting, which God has proniiſed to at 
who ſeek” them, _ 
Expreſs your gratitude, alſo, to thoſe kindfriends, 
who have taken you under their care, and are de- 
firous of furniſhing your minds with uſeful Know 
ledge, in order that you may be comfortable and 
reſpectable in this world, and obtain eternal hap- 
pineſs in another. By your diligent application 
to thoſe things in which you are inſtructed, and 
by your kind behaviour to each other, you will 
give pleaſure to theſe friends, and lead them to 
hope, that what they have beſtowed upon you IS 
not in vain. 
When you go forth into the world, frequently 
recollect the inſtructions you have received, whilſt 
under the care of your parents, teachers and 
friends. Guard againſt the company of the wicked 
and profane. If ſinners entice you to evil do not 
conſent to them®*, but remember, that the eye of 
God is ever upon you, and that according to your 
preſent temper and conduct he will hereafter re- 
ward or puniſh you. Be diligent in your attend- 
ance on bis worſhip, and think it a privilege to 
meet with his people in his houſe, and to join with 
them in calling upon his name, in ſinging his 
Praiſes, and in hearing his word. Neglect not to 
pray unto him, in ſecret, for the bleſſings which 
you want: commit yourſelves every day to the 
= - Care 
* Proverbs i, 10, 
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care of his providence, to the influence and gui- 
dance of his word and ſpirit. Thus may you hope 

to paſs comfortably through this world, to have 

the preſence of your heavenly father with you 

when you come to die, and finally to obtain that 

everlaſting life, which is promiſed to all thoſe who 

| love God, and obey the Goſpel of his Son Jeſus 

1 Chriſt. Amen. | 
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